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The Strange Worlds of Artists Keegan
Wirsum

By Scott Indrisek , October 4, 2013

McHargue and Karl

‘Weird For proof,
look no further than two exhibitions: Keegan
MHarque's Prick :

Fredericks & Freiser, closing tomorrow, and
Karl Wirsum's solo, opening on October 12
atDerek Eller Gallery. McHargue is in his
early 30s; Wirsum, partof the fabled Hairy
Who group of Chicago-based artsts, is 74.
(Thats his painting, Your Call Cannonbal,
pictured to the lef) Yet both arlists share
vision of the worid thatis manic, densely
playlul, and exuberantly fucked-up.

McHargue has been making a lot of
drawings in recent years, so ts nice to see

their soft paletie gives them the soothing
appearance of children's book ilustrations,
or sils rom tiny plays involving cut-paper
puppets. A closer look serves up the truth,
‘which is harder 1o stomach. (Ive always.
found something awesomely digestive
about McHargue's work, as ifwe're.
‘watching all of this deranged action as it
being processed by some massive.
intestinal plumbing.)In Rif, starfish puke
and a Merman drowns. Nymph of Lo looks
comparatively benign, butits stl
unnerving: Who are these monk ke

haract into 1 with
a g he
The paintings, o
Keegan McHargue, Nymph of Lo, 2013, Oil on canvas, 48 x 60 in.
y “he
tells us. | mastery
the earth
Eller

‘Gallery from October 12 through November 16.

Karl Wirsum, Un-Oh! Missed the Last Amadillo Outa Here, 2013

Karl Wirsum, Study for Last Second Funeral Pyre Stil Two Weeks Away, 201

Main imag: 011

2. Colored pencil on paper.



